
Ground rules for discussions between reporters and people giving them information should always be discussed in advance because the terms have different meanings for different people. 

Off the record: This should be clarified before going further. In some cases, someone with information is telling a reporter something he/she doesn’t want to see in print at all because using the information would expose its source.  In other cases, the person doesn’t want his/her name associated with the information.  Sometimes, this can be a “heads-up” that something is expected to happen but should not be reported in advance. 

Not for Attribution:  A person is giving information that a reporter may use, but does not want his/her name used. 

Background: This can also mean “don’t use my name.” Sometimes, this is designed to provide context for information being given. Often, it means you can quote the information, but not the name of the person who provided it.  

On the record: This information can always be used by a reporter.

Note: Most reporters are under orders not to quote anonymous sources except in extreme circumstances. If given information anonymously, reporters will be asked to find someone who will go “on the record” for a story.
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Off the record?  Background?


What does THAT mean?








