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IF the judge has allowed cameras:

THEN television and still photographers may shoot in any state courtroom and the surrounding corridors.

Remember:  The judge has discretion to allow you to shoot inside the courtroom if you and your equipment don’t disrupt the proceedings or distract jurors and other participants.

Be a fly on the wall.

Broadcast reporters may not use lighting equipment in the courtroom, but the judge may allow the lighting to be modified to meet your needs. Cameras which produce distracting sound or light are not allowed.

The judge could require your newspaper or station to pay for construction of a booth or partition in the courtroom. If that happens, special rules govern when you may enter and exit the booth and courtroom

You may NOT shoot or record:

Jurors, at any stage of any proceeding.

Proceedings involving children – adoption, custody and Juvenile Court proceedings.

Proceedings before magistrates or clerks of court

Divorce and alimony proceedings.

Hearings to determine whether evidence will be admitted.

Hearings to determine whether police had probable cause to arrest the defendant.

Proceedings involving trade secrets.

To protect the attorney-client privilege and defendant’s right to counsel, audio pickup or broadcast of attorney conferences is not allowed. You may NOT record or broadcast any conference between attorneys and their clients, or among co-counsel of a client. You also may not record conferences among adverse counsel, or sidebars – conferences between counsel and the judge at the bench.

Pooling:

Work it out among yourselves! If you don’t reach a pooling agreement prior to a proceeding, the judge may exclude all media from the courtroom. No more than two television cameras and one still photographer are allowed in the courtroom at any time. Still photographers may use no more than two cameras, with no more than two lenses per camera.

Rules for Radio Reporters:

Radio reporters must get advance permission from the presiding judge before using hand-held tape recorders.  

No more than one audio system for radio broadcast will be allowed in the courtroom. Audio pickups are limited to the existing audio systems in the courthouse. If the courthouse doesn’t have a system, one may be installed with permission of the resident Superior Court judge provided that the radio station pays for installation and maintenance.

www.nccourts.org

www.ncpress.com

www.ncbroadcast.com

500 copies of this document were printed at a cost of  $    each.







