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RULE 3. THE MEDIATED SETTLEMENT CONFERENCE 
 

A. WHERE CONFERENCE IS TO BE HELD. Unless all parties and the 
mediator otherwise agree, the mediated settlement conference shall be 
held in the courthouse or other public or community building in the county 
where the case is pending. The mediator shall be responsible for reserving 
a place and making arrangements for the conference and for giving timely 
notice of the time and location of the conference to all attorneys, 
unrepresented parties and other persons and entities required to attend.   

 
B. WHEN CONFERENCE IS TO BE HELD. As a guiding principle, the 

conference should be held after the parties have had a reasonable time to 
conduct discovery but well in advance of the trial date.   

 
The court's order issued pursuant to Rule 1.C.(1) shall state a deadline for 
completion for the conference which shall be not less than 120 days nor 
more than 180 days after issuance of the court's order.  The mediator shall 
set a date and time for the conference pursuant to Rule 6.B.(5). 

 
C. EXTENDING DEADLINE FOR COMPLETION.  The senior resident 
 superior court judge may extend the deadline for completion of the 
 mediated settlement conference upon the judge’s own motion, upon 
 stipulation of the parties or upon suggestion of the mediator.   

 
D. RECESSES. The mediator may recess the conference at any time and 

may set times for reconvening. If the time for reconvening is set before the 
conference is recessed, no further notification is required for persons 
present at the conference.   

 
E. THE MEDIATED SETTLEMENT CONFERENCE IS NOT TO 

DELAY OTHER PROCEEDINGS. The mediated settlement conference 
shall not be cause for the delay of other proceedings in the case, including 
the completion of discovery, the filing or hearing of motions or the trial of 
the case, except by order of the senior resident superior court judge.   

 
 


