NC Dispute Resolution Commission 

Guidelines for Interpreting MSC Rule 8.D.

(Adopted by the Commission’s Superior Court

 MSC Program Committee on July 14, 2006)


All applicants for certification shall demonstrate to the Commission that they are familiar with the statutes, rules, and practice governing mediated settlement in North Carolina.  Forty-hour mediation training completed more than three years prior to the date an application is submitted may be considered out-of-date for purposes of Rule 8.D., unless the applicant can provide evidence that s/he has taken steps within the last three years to remain current, e.g., the applicant can demonstrate that s/he has attended continuing mediator education training wherein the current MSC Rules and/or Standards of Professional Conduct for Mediators were reviewed and discussed.  Applicants who submit out-of-date training and have not taken steps to remain current may be required by the Commission to certify that they have read and studied current versions of the statutes, rules, and Standards of Professional Conduct for Mediators, or they may be required to attend those portions of a North Carolina approved 40-hour training program wherein the statutes, rules, and practice governing mediated settlement are discussed and to complete the exam required by MSC Rule 9.A.(7).  Such applicants may also be required to attend and observe additional mediated settlement conferences.

Mediation training programs offered outside North Carolina do not usually include discussion of the North Carolina statutes, rules, and practice governing mediated settlement.  Applicants attending such training may apply to the Commission for partial credit by submitting a detailed agenda, a list of trainers, and, if available, their resumes to the Commission's office with a request that the program they attended be deemed substantially compliant with Rule 9.  The Commission's office may request any additional information it needs in order to make its determination.  Applicants whose training is found to be substantially compliant, though not North Carolina focused, may be required to attend those portions of a North Carolina approved 40-hour training program wherein the statutes, rules, and practice governing mediated settlement, including the Standards of Professional Conduct for Mediators, are discussed and to complete the exam required by MSC Rule 9.A.(7).  
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