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Welcome to the first issue of
Legally Speaking, a newsdlet-
ter dedicated to jurors.

; . For the fifth year, the 26th Judicial District will be conducting Juror Appreciation Week
We hOpe you find this issue | July 25 through July 29 in an attempt to raise awareness of the importance of jury ser-
i i q vice, as well as show appreciation for jurors serving that week. This years slogan is:
informative and < oyabl = “Jury Service: We The Peoplein Action.”

and we welcome your feed-
back. If you have a com- The week will begin with the signing of the Proclamation declaring this week as Juror
. Appreciation Week. Senior Resident Superior Court Judge Robert P. Johnston and Chief
men_t or suggestlon, please District Court Judge Fritz Y. Mercer will officiate. The Mecklenburg County Jury Com-
email: missioners, members of the Mecklenburg County Bar Association and Foundation, the
primary sponsor, will also be present.
charles.w.keller@nccourts.org
. Events during the week include several guest speakers from the court system, including a
Thank you for your commit- courtroom clerk, court reporter, deputy sheriff, as well as several administrators who
ment to justice. oversee various court programs. WSOC anchor Vince Coakley, who recently served as a
juror, will also speak. Jurorswill be shown movies with a patriotic theme, and given free
coffee in the mornings and popcorn in the afternoon. There will be a drawing for door
prizes, including a free night’s stay donated by the Adam’s Mark Hotel. Live music will
also be featured in the afternoons. Magic by Enigma will be on the entertainment sched-
ule thisyear. The Jury Assembly Room will be decorated in a patriotic theme, as well.

Juror Appreciation Week is a time to honor the citizens of Mecklenburg County who
devote their time to participating in our jury system. Our constitution guarantees that all
American citizens have aright to a trial by ajury of their peers, and while jury service
may be an inconvenience to some, our system of justice could not function without the
participation of citizenslike you.

Court Installs Electronic Evidence Display System

For the 2004 - 2005 fiscal year, the Governor's Crime Commission awarded grant funding for the Electronic
Courtroom System Project, and Mecklenburg County provided the required 25% matching funds. The purpose of
this project is to acquire the necessary experience and expertise that will guide the courts in selecting and operating
additional Electronic Courtroom Systems in the new courthouse, which will be purchased if adequate technology
funds are available. The recently acquired system is portable and will be moved into the new facility, which means
at least one Electronic Courtroom System will be in operation upon the opening of the new courthouse.

The Electronic Courtroom System facilitates electronic evidence presentation/display and allows counsel to re-
motely direct attention to specific language or other attributes via electronic drawing pens or arrows on any image
displayed. The redaction and zoom functions that are incorporated into the technology provide jurors with higher
quality images. The courtroom presentation system can also be interfaced with any real-time court reporting sys-
tem, thus allowing attorneys to highlight and make notations on their electronic copy of the transcript as the testi-
mony is being given. Additionally, the Electronic Courtroom System provides video conferencing capability,
which will accommodate the remote appearance of witnesses.
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Mary P
SPOTL I G H t w Jur;goofdsit\oar':or

Mary Poston is the Jury Coordinator for the 26th Judicia District. She
isa Magna Cum Laude graduate of UNCC with a BA in Sociology, and
she also holds a post-baccal aureate diploma in Paralegal Technology from
CPCC. She was employed as a manager at Pillowtex for over twenty-five
years, until the company closed in July 2003.

When Pillowtex closed, Mary had to rethink her career plans and decided
to pursue her Paralegal Technology diploma. Through this program at
CPCC, Mary came to thejury office last summer and completed a success-
ful internship. When the Jury Coordinator position became vacant in De-
cember, Mary was hired temporarily in January. Mary applied for the po- Mary F. Poston
sition, and on January 24, accepted the position permanently.

Mary lives in Concord and enjoys spending time with her son, Phil, grandchildren, Michelle and Stephan,
and her “special someone,” Michael Baker, of Kannapolis, who is self-employed as a draftsman.

Mary attends church at Truth Temple in Kannapolis. In her spare time, she likes to read mysteries,
especially those written by Janet Evanovich and Sue Grafton. During college basketball season, she says she
can usually be found parked in front of the TV, whenever an ACC team is playing. She always pulls for an
ACC team, but her favorites are Duke and Carolina.

The 8 story building being constructed in front of the current courthouse is the new
Mecklenburg County Courthouse. This state of the art facility will house courts and of -
fices that are currently divided into three buildings. While progress continues, instala
tion of the exterior stone work is behind schedule. However, the McDowell Street side
of the building should be completed soon and preparations for work on the final section
of the Fourth Street side (Fifth Level to Roof) are now taking place. The installation
schedule for the Plaza side, though, has been completely atered. Two of the three sec-
tions on this eevation should now be complete by early October and the third section
should be complete by the end of November. Temporary enclosures are aso being con-
structed to ameliorate any impact on the other trades wherever necessary. Interior work

also continues to progress with sheetrock being completed through level 3. Entrance of new Mecklenburg

County Courthouse.

The new jury assembly room will be located on the fourth level of the new courthouse,
at the 3rd and McDowell Street side. This impressive space is double height, with large windows that afford a stunning
view of Marshall Park. The new assembly room will be capable of seating 250 people comfortably. Jurors will be given
achoice of stadium, lounge, or café seating throughout the 24, 000 square foot space. Three large screen televisions will
feature three separate movies simultaneoudly. Other TV monitors throughout the space will feature cable channels. The
new space also features a café area, complete with sink, refrigerator, microwave, and water fountain. Linda s Coffee
Shop will aso serve light snacks and beverages in the space. A business center will allow jurors to work, surf the inter-
net, fax, print, and telephone while they wait. There will also be multiple internet hook ups throughout the entire space
for laptop computers. A balcony will overlook the entire space, and will feature an additional 50 seats. A quiet room will
be available for those who prefer solitude. Lockers and a game room will aso be unique features in the space.

Much thought has been given to the design of the new courthouse. In fact, a survey was conducted among jurors during
the planning phase to find out what would make jury service more comfortable. The new design will be more efficient,
visitor friendly, and will be a structure the citizens of Mecklenburg County can be proud of for decades to come.
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New Court Parking Deck Under
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Construction

You may have noticed the construction of the new parking deck is
rapidly progressing, which fuels the burning question in everyone's
mind: when will we be able to park in the new deck? The answer
is. not for another six months. The latest update indicates an open-
ing date of December 5, 2005.

“The opening date remains December 5th and we are comfortable
with that date. We are trying to achieve a November 7th completion
date: however, we won't know until late August if we can make that
early date,” says Robert Lutz, the Mecklenburg County Engineer in
charge of the project.

The first phase of the new parking facility will include 1,000 park-
ing spaces. Jurors will more than likely park on the first 3 levels on
afirst come, first serve basis. “As of right now, the plan isto issue
jurors a validation pass in exchange for their parking ticket that
they can then give to the attendant,” says L utz.

The first level of the new facility will also accommodate light re-
tail, the nature of which has not yet been determined. “We arein
the process of selecting areal estate management firm to market the
retail space in the plaza area of the parking deck and to manage the
leases. We will be asking our management firm to seek tenants that
will provide active services that will energize the area (i.e. coffee
shop, food service, book store, convenience store, etc.). The space
is not intended to be used for offices or other "low-activity" uses.”
Says Mark Hahn, Director of Real Estate Services for Mecklenburg
County.

In the meantime, temporary juror parking is located at the Adam’s
Mark Hotel Parking Garage at 555 McDowell Street. Thisisthe
only designated juror parking area at this time.

SPECIAL NEEDS
If you require handicap parking, please call
704-347-7802 and select the ADA accom-
modations option. The ADA Coordinator
will assist you with securing handicap park-
ing close to the courthouse, as well as ac-
commodations for an American Sign Lan-
guage interpreter and assisted listening
equipment for the hard of hearing. If you
have any other special needs of which you
feel we need to be aware, contact the ADA
Coordinator prior to your date of service.

Juror P&H‘I.ﬂg

Free parking for jurorsisavailable at
the Adam’s Mark Hotel parking garage,
which is located at 555 South McDow-
ell Street. At the booth, punch aticket at
the machine and proceed straight into
the parking garage. Turn right inside the
parking garage and park on any upper
level. You will be issued a parking pass
in the Jury Assembly Room to turnin
with your ticket as you exit the parking
garage. If you have an oversized vehi-
cle, please ask the attendant where you
can park so that your vehicle will not be
towed or clamped. Never park on the
streets. You will not have time to feed
the meter throughout the day. If you
choose to park at any location other
than the Adam’s Mark parking garage,
including the Government Center park-
ing deck, or if your vehicle is ticketed
and/or towed, you will be directly re-
sponsible for the cost.

ONCE YOU HAVE PARKED: Walk
up McDowell Street toward Third
Street. At the intersection, turn left
across McDowell Street and walk up
Third Street. The main entrance of the
Civil Courts Building is located beneath
the covered driveway. Through the
glass doors, you must go through the
security checkpoint. There may be a
line, so plan accordingly. You must re-
move al metas from your person, in-
cluding belts and steel toed shoes. Take
the elevator to the 3rd floor. Turn left
out of the elevator and walk to the end
of the hallway to the Jury Assembly
Room (Room 310).
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Things You Should Know!

Reporting

Please report to the Jury Assembly Room on time. Court operates on atight sched-
ule and your promptness affects this schedule. Allow extradrive time, timeto
park, aswell as for the 10 minute walk to the courthouse from the Adam’s Mark
Parking Garage. If you have never driven downtown before, you may find it bene-
ficial to make a dry run on aweekend to see where you will be parking and report-
ing. There are also several CATS routes that pick up and unload near the court-
house.

Security

Every effort is made to ensure the courthouse is a safe environment. The Mecklen-
burg County Sheriff’s Officeisin charge of courthouse security. It may takeyou
some timeto get into the building through security. All visitors to the courthouse
must walk through a metal detector. Removing all metal objects from your person,
including belts and steel-toed shoes, will speed up this process. You must place
all itemsyou are carrying in a basket to be scanned. The metal detectorswill not
pose a health risk to you; thisincludes pregnant or nursing mothers. If you have a
special need or disability, pleaseinform the deputies. Laptop computers are al-
lowed in the courthouse. Y ou will be asked to turn these on for the deputies before
being allowed to enter the building. Knives, scissors, or any other sharp objects
are not allowed into the building. Cameras are also not allowed into the building.

Arriving

If you arrive before 8:00 AM (the general public is not allowed to enter the build-
ing prior to 7:30 AM), asign-in sheet will be in the window. Please sign in with
your juror number. It is acommon misconception that we have your social secu-
rity number. WE DO NOT HAVE SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBERS. The Federal
government, however, does require this number in order for you to be paid. Y ou
will be asked to write your social security number on the slip at the bottom of your
summons, and placeit in a secure box. If you do not have your summons, please
see the Jury Coordinator, who will give you asocial security slip.

Orientation

Once everyone has arrived, the Jury Coordinator will begin alive orientation,
which will answer most, if not all, questions you may have. Please be patient and
pay attention during this orientation. Cell phones, pagers, computers, and CD
players must be turned off during this orientation, or they will be confiscated.

Courthouse Etiquette

Please note that cellular phone use, cameras, and tape recorders are not permitted
in the courtroom. All cell phones and beepers must be set in silent mode. Cellular
phones may be used in the jury assembly room in designated areas, but must be
turned off during juror orientation and/or when entering a courtroom.

DressCode
Casual business attire is suggested. Shorts, tank tops, bare midriffs, shirts with

controversial depictions or wording, or similar dress are not allowed in the court-
rooms. The temperature in court can be unpredictable, so please dress accordingly.
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CIVICS Program

Interested in volunteering with the
court system? Our CIVICS Pro-
gram (Citizens I nvolved in Volun-
teering I nthe Court System) has
been created to alow anyone with
adesire to help their community in
aunique way the opportunity to
volunteer. The hours are flexible
within the Monday through Fri-
day, 8-5 timeframe. There are no
educational requirements; how-
ever, basic office skillsand the
ability to speak Spanish are aplus.
You must be at least 18 years of
age, have a clean criminal history,
and have no cases pending before
the court.

Speak Now!

Need a speaker for your civic,
church, school, or neighborhood
organization? Speak Now!, the
26th Judicia District Speaker’'s
Bureau, can provide you with a
court official to speak on awide
range of legal topics at no cost. A
tour of the courthouse and/or jail
can aso be arranged.

For more information on either of
these program, please contact:
Charles Kéeller, Community Ac-
cess and Outreach Administrator
at 704-347-7864, or email:
charles.w.keller@nccourts.org.

You can also visit our website at
www.nccourts.org to download
brochures, catalogs, and forms re-
garding these programs.

o
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When you receive your jury summons:;

Tell your employer.

Dressrespectfully when you go to the courthouse.

Be prepared to fill some down time. Bring something to
read.

Answer all questions you are asked honestly and com-
pletely.

If thereis something you do not under stand, ask the judge
or other court personnel.

When you Sit on atrial:

Use only the evidence you are given.

Do not conduct your own resear ch.

{ Write a note to the judge if you have a question about the
trial.

Follow the judge'sinstructions. Do not interpret the
judge'sconduct asa cue about the case.

Respect each other and each other’s opinions.

Source: American Bar Association
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These restaurants are within a short
walk of the courthouse. All accept
debit cards, except Green’s Lunch,
which iscash only. Thereisan
ATM located in the Civil Court-
house Lobby. A freetrolley service
also operates within the downtown
area, and can take you to other res-
taurants uptown.

Linda’'s Coffee Shop
800 East Fourth Street

1st Floor of Civil Courts Building
Serving breakfast and lunch daily.
Showmar’s

Government Center

Serving lunch dai I_Y: soups, sand-
wiches, salads, daily lunch specials.
Green'sLunch

Serving lunch daily: sandwiches,
hot dogs, hamburgers, baked pota-
toes.

Four Points Sheraton Hotel
Serving adaily lunch buffet.

Appleby’s

Adam’s Mark Hotel

Serving soups, sandwiches, salads,
plate lunches.




