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	Message
	Proof/Talking Points

	America’s poor are increasing in numbers to more than 37 million people in the US (12.7 percent) and reaching demographics not previously seen in this category 


	· The poverty rate in the US is the highest in the developed world and more than twice as high as in most industrialized countries.

· Poverty increased among whites and Asians, and at the fastest pace in a decade among children 

· Poverty is more hidden today than in the past. People living in poverty include the working poor and lower-wage employees who provide important day-to-day services. Although they may be homeless, they don’t necessarily live on the streets. They may have temporary shelter with relatives or friends.

· 2005 Hurricanes Katrina, Rita and Wilma resurfaced the great depths of poverty that still exist within our own borders

· The highest rates of extreme poverty are found in the South – Louisiana has the second highest extreme child poverty rate at 13 percent – more than five percent above the national average

· Of the 5.8 million individuals in Mississippi, Louisiana and Alabama who lived in the areas hardest struck by Hurricane Katrina, more than one million lived in poverty prior 



	AmeriCorps*VISTA is recognizing 40 years of fighting poverty – VISTA has made significant impact across America creating local solutions to national issues including fighting literacy, improving health services, creating job opportunities, increasing housing opportunities and bridging the digital divide.
	· AmeriCorps*VISTA is a national service program dedicated to eliminating poverty by helping individuals and low-income neighborhoods make positive changes for themselves.  

· For more than four decades, AmeriCorps*VISTA (Volunteers in Service to America) has seen more than 170,000 Americans perform national service throughout the US, solving problems and changing lives by sharing their time, knowledge, energy, and enthusiasm with communities that need it most.  

· AmeriCorps*VISTA members have been in the Gulf Coast region since Hurricanes Katrina, Rita and Wilma helping to rebuild the infrastructure of the region.

· In addition to the many unsung heroes, VISTA has its share of famous alumni including Senator Jay Rockefeller, Xerox CEO Ann Mulcahey, Car Talk radio host Ray Magliozzi, former Land O’ Lakes President Jack Gherty, State Supreme Court Justice Paul Anderson and US  Congresswoman Gwendolynne Moore.  

· AmeriCorps*VISTA has recognizable measurable success:
· AmeriCorps*VISTA members garnered nearly $395 million of combined cash and in-kind resources over the past three years. All monies raised goes to implement local solutions to local problems. 
· Nearly 70 percent of all VISTA projects continue to operate three to five years after the members leave their assignments.
· More than 18,500,000 service hours were served by community volunteers recruited by AmeriCorps*VISTA over the past three years.
· Over the past three years, VISTA members have recruited more than 509,000 community volunteers; this equates to each AmeriCorps*VISTA volunteer recruiting 76 community volunteers.
· AmeriCorps*VISTA announces In Service To America Book highlighting the great strides made in its 40 years of fighting poverty

· Successfully highlights to growth of VISTA from the War on Poverty through the devastation of Hurricane Katrina 



	AmeriCorps*VISTA provides a unique approach to fighting poverty through locally developed projects that empower people in the community to work together to solve local problems.


	· AmeriCorps*VISTA is a leading volunteer organization in the fight against poverty. 

· AmeriCorps*VISTA marshals the power of the people to coordinate community resources at the grassroots level. 

· AmeriCorps*VISTA has compassion for individuals and concern for the vitality of communities across the United States. In cooperation with volunteers and social service organizations, members create sustainable change that helps individuals and communities become healthier, safer, and more financially secure.

· AmeriCorps*VISTA members are “social entrepreneurs” who make a difference in the community by designing, launching, and managing social programs. They coordinate community resources, recruit volunteers, write grants, manage budgets, and plan the overall operation of a program.

· For more information or to find an opportunity, visit www. Americorps.gov/vista
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