[image: image1.jpg]



Guardian ad Litem Program
PO Box 673





      Mary Jo Van Horne

Louisburg, NC 27549




      District Administrator

                                                                                           Phone:  919-497-3010

                                                                                                                                 Fax:     919-497-5504










September 2, 2005

Dear (County Manager’s name)

In the summer 2005 edition of The Connection, the news magazine of the National Court Appointed Special Advocate Association, there is an article indicating that NACo approved a resolution endorsing expansion of CASA and Guardian ad Litem programs.  Our district is grateful for the national support and wants to work with you at the local level to expand and strengthen our local program. 

Since NACo is involved in many special projects dealing with volunteerism, we would like to reach the employees of XXX County to educate them about the Guardian ad Litem Program and the volunteer opportunities available in our area that improve the lives of abused and neglected children.

The Guardian ad Litem Program provides trained independent advocates to represent and promote the best interests of abused, neglected or dependent children involved in the court and Department of Social Services systems and works toward a service system that ensures that these children are safe.

So far this year, XXXX County has dedicated XX dedicated volunteers who have served XX families with a total of XX children.  The Guardian ad Litem Program is proud of each volunteer.  We are in need of more people willing to serve as a voice for these children in court.  Will you please consider sending each XXX county employee a memo through either email or payroll insert?  Our office will be pleased to prepare the information with your permission. 

We can be reached at our main office in Louisburg by calling 919-497-3010 or by email at autumn.m.stearne@nccourts.org.

Sincerely,

Autumn Frazee-Stearne




Mary Jo Van Horne

Recruiter & Training Coordinator 



District Administrator

AmeriCorps VISTA Member 





