GUARDIAN ad LITEM

COURT PLANNER--CASE LIFE

Case name:___________________


GAL assigned: ____________________

DSS FILES PETITON ALLEGING ABUSE AND OR NEGLECT AND OR DEPENDENCY

GUARDIAN AD LITEM APPOINTED TO CASE.

FIRST  Non Secure Custody Hearing
Held within 7 days of petition being filed and or children being removed from the home.


no report required or wanted


Date:______________________

Purpose of hearing and information to be gathered:

Judge will determine if child(ren) should be removed

from the custody of caregiver.  If child is removed

DSS will report where child is placed.  Opportunity

for possible relative placements to be named in

order for DSS to conduct home study.  
SECOND Non Secure Custody Hearing

Held within next 7 days and then every 30 days

Advocate for moving process along


no report required or wanted-GAL may present 








evidence or testify








Date:________________________








Date: ________________________

Purpose of hearing and information to be gathered:

Judge will determine if child should be removed

from the custody of caregiver.  If child is removed

DSS will report where child is placed.  Opportunity

for possible relative placements to be named in

order for DSS to conduct home study.  
ADJUDICATION
         Within 60 days of petition unless judge orders 

60 days after petition unless Judge continues
         different.  At the time of Adjudication, may move
 Advocate for moving process along
         directly to Disposition.  May combine these hearings.

                                                                                             If move directly to Disposition see below for GAL 

                                                                                             responsibilities.  BE  PREPARED








        GAL may present evidence and testify








        Date: ____________________________

Purpose of hearing and information to be gathered:

Judge must decide if allegations made in the petition

have been proven by DSS with clear and convincing

evidence.  Rule abuse, neglected and or dependent or 

dismiss case.   
DISPOSITION




   Usually immediately after adjudication, can be later

After adjudication, advocate for ASAP

   GAL MUST present a report   #1








    Date: ____________________________
Purpose of hearing and information to be gathered:

Language of report should include:  

What must happen to accommodate the best interests 
what services the child will need,
of the child(ren)? What must happen to achieve a safe
what services the parent will need, what
permanent home? Have reasonable efforts been made
type of visitation should the parents
to reunify, or are efforts necessary? Should reunification
have, what changes the parent will be
with one or both parents or caretakers be ceased? Update 
expected to make, special needs of child?
status of child(ren).  If Disposition is held at a later date
Child’s wishes
after Adjudication, have the needs and or wishes of the 

child(ren) changed any?
REVIEW HEARINGS
Within 90 days of disposition if child is removed and then every 6 mos.

Advocate for moving process along
GAL presents report with new and or updated  information indicating most recent time spent with child  #2, #3, #4….. Review hearings can continue for some length of time and can be combined with Permanency Planning.

Purpose of hearing and information to be gathered

Have services been provided, if so what where the 

responses?  What additional services are needed?

Have the parents and/or caregivers complied with 

court directives?  Have the needs and or wishes of 

the child(ren) changed any? How is the child doing

in the current placement?  Has the child been moved

and or changed schools, social workers, situations and

or acquaintances? How is visitation going? Any thing 

else the judge may need to know or other major 

changes in the child’s life.
PERMANENCY PLANNING HEARING
     Held within 12 months of taking children from home

Advocate for moving process along
then every 6 mos.  Also within 30 days of judge ruling     REUNIFICATION  CEASED.  May be combined with a   review.

     GAL present report with new information  #3, #4, #5…

Purpose of hearing and information to be gathered

Has DSS made reasonable efforts to 

Is it now (or will it be) in the best interest of the child
implement permanent plan?  Why would
or children to return home within the next 6 months?
it not make sense to pursue TPR.  When
If not, why? Is custody with a relative an option?

TPR is pursued must show “grounds” for 

Is guardianship with someone else an option? Should
action as well as “best interest” of child.  

adoption be pursued?  The judge must make a finding 
If there is not a reasonably good option for the 

as to the best plan to achieve a safe, permanent home 
child(ren) regarding pp DSS may just ask for 

for the child within a reasonable period of time.  If the 
custody and placement authority to stay with them.

child has been outside the home for 12 of the most 

Guardianship can only be granted at a PPH.

recent 22 months the judge will order DSS to 

initiate TPR.  TPR to be filed within 60 days of

permanent plan where ordered.  

TPR-TERMINATION of PARENTAL  RIGHTS


Must be held within 90 of filing petition or 

2nd Petition







motion of termination

 Always advocate

Purpose of hearing and information to be gathered:


The burden of proof is on DSS and the 

The judge must determine if grounds and best interests

evidence must be clear, cogent and concise.
 

exist.  The judge must decide where the child is to be 

Following the adjudication the disposition
placed.  If either grounds or best interest are not 


follows.  GAL will present report at this

established, the judge must dismiss the TPR Petition. 

Time with recommendations of where the










child should go or what should happen. 










Typically, if DSS does not have an

                                                                                                            identified family interested in adoption they 










will not file the TPR because they are unable










to prove best interest of child.  There are










things that can be done in anticipation of being










cleared for adoption, such as a registry listing.  

POST TPR REVIEW
Within 6 months of date of TPR and every 6 months after until child is adopted

Always advocate

Purpose of hearing and information to be gathered:
The judge will affirm the plans or require additional 

Adequacy of plan for child(ren), efforts of DSS to
steps to accomplish a permanent placement.

accomplish plan, list child with adoption registries, 

and other efforts to find permanent placement.  
GAL will present report with update on how child is, and current circumstances.  Also report on date of TPR and how long child has been waiting for permanence.

