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Message from District Administrator 

Fellow Advocates, 
Following a very enjoyable Holiday season, it appears that we are back into 

full swing in 2012. There are some changes and many events coming to 4th District 
Guardian ad Litem early this Spring.  First, I wanted to advise that Joanie Shostak 
accepted a position as a Family Readiness Officer at New River Air Station. Joanie 
brought a lot of enthusiasm and effort to our program and although we miss her 
services, we wish her the best with her new venture. As quickly as Joanie departed, we 
conducted a search for her replacement. After interviewing some very qualified 
candidates, we would like to welcome aboard Ms. Sylvia Suluai, who will assume the 
duties of Military Child Coordinator. Ms. Suluai comes to GAL with over 20 years’ 
experience in the US Navy, a Masters Degree in Management Leadership, and several 
volunteer experiences.  

Another change that is taking place is office space in the Sampson County 
Courthouse Annex. This office space, although small, will allow our staff and 
advocates a secure location to discuss cases, conduct meetings, and have a place to 
relax during long court days in Sampson County. Telephone and Internet services 
should be installed at the office in the coming month. 

There are also many events that are available for Advocates in the coming 
months. Many of you recently attended the Gang Awareness event that was held in 
Lenoir County. Other events that are coming soon include: 
·  State of the Child Conference will be held at Mount Olive College on Mar. 2, 
2012. Information was provided via email. 
·  GAL and DSS are coordinating to present a Documentary (From Place to 
Place) and panel discussion regarding children that age out of Foster Care. This event 
is tentatively set for Mar. 21, 2012, and more details will follow via email. 
·  Our Jacksonville Outback is again hosting the Guardian ad Litem Advocate 
luncheon which will take place on April 3, 2012. An email and registration information 
will follow. 
·  GAL and other community organizations will host the 5th Annual Teens-N-
Transition event on April 11, 2012 at Cape Carteret Baptist Church. This event 
promotes independent living skills for youth ages 15-20 who are transitioning into 
adulthood. The event provides skills in banking, housing, insurance, jobs, along with 
other needed skills. Volunteers will be needed for this event and you may contact the 
Onslow GAL office for details and to participate. 
·  GALVA and New River Harley-Davidson will be hosting the 3rd Annual Blue 
Ribbon Poker Run on Saturday, April 21, 2012. Mark your calendar and details will 
follow via email. 
·  The “Community’s Voice Against Child Abuse” event will take place on April 
28, 2012 at the Jacksonville Mall. Details will follow via email. 

On behalf of the entire 4th District Guardian ad Litem Program, thank each of 
you for your support and advocacy of our children. 

Rusty Brown, GAL District Administrator 
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GAL News 

Volunteers Needed 
Melissa Strange, our UNCW intern, needs your help. Melissa is responsible for the 

Child Abuse Awareness Mall Event on Saturday, April 28, 2012 from 10:00 – 2:00. April, as 
you already know, is Child Abuse Awareness Month. Melissa will be going to the stores in 
the mall to pass out flyers in February to see if they will put blue ribbons or posters in their 
stores in April to help make the community more aware of the social problem of child abuse. We need 
volunteers to visit other agencies and stores throughout Onslow County to hand out flyers advertising this event. 
Each volunteer is asked to go to as many agencies and stores they can (other than the mall) and tell them about 
April being Child Abuse Awareness Month and let them know of the mall event. We would also like for the 
volunteers to ask their agency and/or store to decorate with BLUE, blue ribbons, or posters, pinwheels, or blue 
apparel for the month of April. If you are interested in helping the community to be aware of the mall event and 
“Child Abuse Awareness Month” feel free to come in and see Melissa at the Guardian ad Litem office; if you 
can’t come by, call the office, or send her an email.  Let’s “Paint the Town Blue”!  

 
Melissa Strange 
GAL office 346-5335 
mbs2439@uncw.edu 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS  

As usual, we hope to get the new year off to productive start for volunteers and staff – so mark your calendars and 
“get ready to roll” for: 

The first classroom training for new GAL volunteers is scheduled for February 28 – March 29, 2012.  Classes will 
meet on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 5:30 – 8:30 PM.  We would like to fill up the Halsey Meeting room, so we’re 
asking you all to put on your “Each One Reach One” faces and recruit.  Traditionally most of our new folks come from 
newspaper advertising and “word of mouth” so do your talking, Guys! 

The Third Annual Poker Run is scheduled for April 21st, 2012.  This is a fund raiser where local motorcycle 
riders pay an entry fee then ride a pre-determined route to Wilmington and back to the Harley-Davidson Dealer on 
Highway 17.  They stop along the way and draw 5 cards which become their poker hand competing for cash prizes.  
Lunch is served at the end and a great time is had by all, raising money for the Guardian ad Litem Volunteer Association 
which benefits us all, especially the children.  On the first two runs Cindi has been the force behind it all.  This year we 
hope to recruit more volunteers to help with registration, distributing flyers, rounding up door prizes, serving lunch, etc.  
So mark your calendars, and if you get a call to help, please do so if at all possible. 

State of the Child Conference 

This years’ State of the Child Conference will be held March 2, 2012, from 8:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. at Mount Olive 
College in Mt. Olive, NC.  The cost is $20.00 for registration.  The Guardian ad Litem Volunteer Association (GALVA) 
has agreed to reimburse volunteers for the cost of registration.  For all those wishing to attend and/or car pool to the 
conference, let the office know and we will try to coordinate. 

State of the Child Breakfast 

This years’ State of the Child Breakfast, sponsored by the Onslow County 
Partnership for Children, will be held Friday March 30, 2012, from 8:00 to 9:30 a.m. at 
the Infant of Prague Parish Hall in Jacksonville, NC.  This will jump start the month of 
April as Child Abuse Awareness and Prevention Month.  There is a cost and RSVP will 
be required.  

Current Statistics 

We are currently serving 207 children in Onslow County, 51 Children in Duplin County, 119 children in 
Sampson County, and 15 children in Jones County.  We currently have 138 volunteers district wide to cover a 
total of 392 children.  We need your help to recruit more volunteers.  Our greatest need for volunteers is in 
Sampson County. 
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Calendar 
February 
1 – Court in Duplin Co. 
2 – Court in Sampson Co. 
3 – Court in Onslow Co. 
13 to 17 – Court in Onslow Co. 
13 – Court in Jones Co. 
14 – Valentines Day 
15 – Court in Duplin Co. 
16 – Court in Sampson Co. 
20 – Presidents Day 
24 – Court in Onslow Co. 
29 – Court in Duplin Co. 
 
March 
1 – Court in Sampson Co. 
2 – State of the Child 

Conference Mount Olive 
12 to 16 – Court in Onslow Co. 
14 – Court in Duplin Co. 
15 – Court in Sampson Co. 
17 – St. Patrick’s Day 
23 – Court in Onslow Co. 
28 – Court in Duplin Co. 
29 – Court in Sampson Co. 
30 – State of the Child 

Breakfast Jacksonville 
 
April 
6 – Office closed for Easter 

Holiday 
8 – Easter 
11 – Court in Duplin Co. 
12 – Court in Sampson Co. 
16 – Tax Day 
25 – Court in Duplin Co. 
26 – Court in Sampson Co. 
28 – Jacksonville Mall Event 

Birthdays 

February 
1 – Rebecca Hill 
 Tricia Parent 
8 – Joe Flood 
11 – Rosa Ann Davis 
12 – Adriania Wells 
22 – Deanne Gray 
24 – Brenda Gilbert 
 Carl Shiver 
28 – Tammy Lovelady 
 
 
 
 
 
March 
1 – Mary Goodwin 
3 – Marion Mason 
5 – Melvin Myers 
6 – Maryanne Meyer 
8 – Tracey Graybar 
11 – Robin Kornegay 
13 – Linda Mylan 
14 – Marc Werner 
23 – Tina Johnson 
24 – Dot Spencer 
25 – Annisha Maxwell 
27 – Linda Picone 
 Rebecca Pierre 
31 – Kiyeka Gift 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
April 
4 – Mary White 
7 – Robin Collier 
9 – Gordon Meyer 
11 – Courtney Gray 
19 – Todd Ellis 
21 – Juliana Biggers 
22 – Linda Passingham 
29 – Terry Faison 

Anniversaries 

February 
2004 – Marion Mason 
 Sheila Allen 
2006 – Jeralene Merritt 
2008 – Terry Faison 
2009 – Christina Bates 
 Erika Allen 
 Pat Anderson 
 Barb Anderson 
2010 – Renee Monssen 
 Angela Hansel 
2011 – Carl Shiver 
 Melvin Meyers 
 Gina Hoyer 
 Amanda Fitzpatrick 
 Sonya Sheppard 
 Shannon Blackledge 
 Larry Herringdine 
 Jeff Sessoms 
 Taylor Shepherd 
 Kate Estes 
 Evelyn Ellzey 
 Tamara Todd 
 Janice Robinson 
March 
1996 – Laurie Baldridge 
2002 – Aletha Pugh 
2003 – Richard Saldivar 
2011 – Maryanne Meyer 
 Gordon Meyer 
 Janice Gaskins 
 Tiffany Edwards 
 Cindy Adams 
April 
2006 – Robin Collier 
2007 – Ella Lee Smith 
2009 – Cynthia Simon 
 Vicki Jones Huffin 
 Carol Paes 
2010 – Morag Polaski 
 Gary Ange 
2011 – Felicia Moore 
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GAL News 

Welcome New Volunteers 

In the final month of 2011 and the first month of 2012, we 
have seen 5 new GAL volunteers join our Onslow/Jones County 
team.  On December 14, 2011 Patricia Green-Stark, Trea Perry, and 
Margaret Hintze took the oath and were working cases almost 
immediately.  Our most recent GALs, Jamie Adolphsen, Rebecca 
Pierre and Brittany Sadler, swore in on January 27, 2012.  All of 
these ladies were independent study Trainees. 

Our Satellite office in Duplin and Sampson Counties welcomed another 3 in 
December – Georgette Bert, Adriania Wells and Mary Goodwin.  To start off the 
New Year, Holly Olier and Lillian Jimenez took the oath. 

We welcome all of these caring ladies into our fold and wish them a rich 
and rewarding experience in child advocacy! 

National CASA Conference  

The 2012 National CASA Conference will be on June 9-12, 2012 in Washington, DC.  The Guardian ad 
Litem Volunteer Association (GALVA) will again pay registration and partial expenses for two volunteers from 
District 4 to attend the conference. (Total amount $500.00 each)  To be eligible, 
volunteers must have been with the program a minimum of one year, be actively 
working a case (or just closed one out within the past 6 months), and not have 
received the sponsorship previously. If  more than one volunteer expresses 
interest, selection will be made by drawing. 

Those interested in being considered should call Mac Moody, 910 340 
8970 no later that February 15, 2012. 

Spotlight on Volunteer – Mary White 

When asked to share her thoughts on Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, Duplin County volunteer Mary White 
reflected:  

Martin Luther King said, "..he who is greatest among you shall be a servant." Dr. King believed that we 
are all better when the greatest among us, serve those among us with the greatest need. 

Each of us has something we can do to be of service.  There are children in our communities who need 
someone to speak for them.  They need to know they are not alone in a very scary world.  Every time I hug a 
child that has more hope today than he or she had the day before I feel all things are possible for that child as 
well. 

This year, I have seen a child who I thought might never come out of her shell begin to take the first 
tentative steps toward trust and belief.  This child who has been so cruelly treated and so horribly abused is 
finally accepting the kindness offered to her and beginning to believe that she can trust again.  It has taken 
nearly two years to get her to accept a gentle pat on the back without recoiling, and for the first time a genuine 
smile now emerges when I come to visit.  The joy this brings cannot be measured.  That smile lights up my day 
in a way that cannot be described.” 

Military Child Coordinator 

We would like to welcome aboard Ms. Sylvia Suluai, who will assume the 
duty of Military Child Coordinator. Ms. Suluai comes to GAL with over 20 years 
experience in the US Navy, a Masters Degree in Management Leadership, and 
several volunteer experiences.  There is currently only about five months remaining 
on this two-year grant, but we are hopeful that the grant will be extended for up to 
two more years.  We have made great progress in meeting the specific needs of 
military children, but feel that a lot more is needed to serve this population. 



Page 5 
 

GAL News 

Community Resources 

The Onslow County Partnership for Children provides quarterly training to educate new and seasoned 
staff and volunteers on various resources within the community.  The next training will be held Wednesday 
February 22nd from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Onslow County Health Department.  The morning session 
there will be presentations from about 25 agencies providing services in Onslow County.  After lunce the topics 
will include Internet Safety, Texting & Sexting, and the SBI.  For more information or to register for the 
training contact Jennifer Johnson at 910-938-7537. 

5th Annual Teens-N-Transition 

The TNT Youth Summit will be held Wednesday April 11, 2012.  This summit is designed 
for youth ages 15 - 20 to help these youth who are preparing to transition into the adult world.  It 
will be held at the Cape Carteret Baptist Church at 101 Anita Forte Dr., Cape Carteret, NC.  
There will be guest speakers, a wealth of information, and great give aways.  To register please 
contact Rusty Brown at the Guardian ad Litem Office 910-346-5335. 

Coupon Challenge from GAL Volunteer 

Now that Christmas decorations are taken down and packed away, and you have lost those ten pounds 
that mysteriously snuck up on your hips over holidays, everyone is thinking about taxes again.  Wouldn’t it be 
great to have over $2000.00 in charitable donations to claim on your taxes?  Wouldn’t it be even better if you 
could afford to make those donations? 

The last few years have hit families hard, and even those who are used to making charitable 
contributions every year have had to cut back.  This of course has a ripple effect on the agencies here in Onslow 
County and all over the United States.  When I was doing my taxes last year I was already thinking of how I 
could afford to still make contributions in 2011 with the rise of gas prices, grocery prices, and just about 
everything else!  I knew that the amount that I contributed the previous year was going to be about the amount 
that I needed to cover those rising costs.  I still wanted to able to contribute, but didn’t want to short my own 
families needs.  That is when I saw the TV show” Extreme Couponing” for the first time.  I started thinking that 
if I could just do 1/8th of what those people did, I could contribute to the Food Bank, Soup Kitchen and the 
Senior Care program again this year. 

I do not claim to be an "extreme couponer" by any means, but this year I was able to contribute about 
$2,200.00 to local charities and save my own family hundreds of dollars by learning how to use coupons in a 
way so that I have not paid for soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes, toilet paper, paper towels, dish soap, and cereal.  
In addition, I pay less than $2.00 for laundry soap, Downy, dryer sheets, dryer bars, and many other household 
products that we all use on a daily basis.  I found a magazine that is only sold at Wal-mart called “All You”.  I 
subscribed to it monthly, but if there are some really good coupons that month I will go to Wal-Mart and grab 3-
4 more copies.  In addition, there is usually a coupon in the magazine itself for $1.00 off the magazine making it 
around $.70 cents!  There are many ways to save besides manufactures coupons to save.  Utilizing rebates, 
military discounts, senior discounts, and one of my favorite FREE gift cards are great ways to save more 
money! 

I would love to start a non-profit that uses this information to help our local charities and all my BFF’s 
at the Guardian ad Litem program!  If you are interested in coupon swapping, learning tips from me or others, 
let’s get together learn how we can clip for charity! 

You can contact me at ttodd1@charter.net, or call me at (910) 554-7478.  Have a great New Year and 
let’s start thinking ahead about how we can provide needy families all year instead of just during holidays! 

Tamara Todd 

Our Condolences Go Out To Kathy Brown 

Our condolences to Kathy Brown, one of our longest serving volunteers, at the loss of her mother.  
Kathy’s mom, Opal passed away February 6, 2012. 
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The only survivor of a shipwreck was washed up on a small, uninhabited island.  He prayed feverishly 
for rescue, and every day he scanned the horizon for help, but none seemed forthcoming. 

 
Exhausted, he eventually managed to build a little hut out of driftwood to protect him from the elements 

and to store his few possessions.  But then one day, after scavenging for food, he arrived home to find his little 
hut in flames, the smoke rolling up to the sky.  

 
The worst had happened; everything was lost. He was stunned with grief and anger.  "God, how could 

you do this to me!" he cried.  Early the next day, however, he was awakened by the sound of a ship that was 
approaching the island.  It had come to rescue him.  "How did you know I was here?" asked the weary man of 
his rescuers. "We saw your smoke signal," they replied. 

 
It is easy to get discouraged when things are going badly.  But we shouldn't lose heart even in the midst 

of pain and suffering.  Remember, next time your little hut is burning to the ground--it just may be a smoke 
signal that summons the grace of a Higher Power. 

 

 


