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Annual Volunteer Appreciation Event a Success 

Dorothy, District Administrator Dana Frady and Lion 

greet child advocates Marianna Nunez and Scott John-

son as they arrive at the Appreciation Event  

VOY and ROY Recipients Announced at Event 
 Every year, at the An-

nual Volunteer Appreciation 

Event, awards are given out to 

the Volunteer of the Year 

(VOY) and the Rookie of the 

Year (ROY). 

 Anne Rex, VOY 2012, 

has served 6 children since 

2005 when she began advocat-

ing.  Some highlights from 

Anneôs nomination included 

how she has gone above and 

beyond. Anne traveled to Ohio 

in 2007 to visit a placement for 

one of her children, to Virginia 

in the fall of 2011 to visit a 

potential placement and has 

never missed writing a court 

report. 

 Rebecca Berry, ROY 

2012, has served 11 children 

since her March 2011 swear-

ing in. Her nomination spoke 

of how in just one short year 

she has done so very much to 

help the children for whom she 

advocates. Including visiting a 

child in jail everyday for two 

weeks straight. 

 Child advocates are 

nominated by their Program 

Supervisors who then submit 

written nominations to a selec-

tion committee about how this 

advocate has gone above an 

beyond to advocate for the 

children to which they are as-

signed.  This proves to be a 

difficult task as there are often 

many wonderful advocates to 

be nominated. 

 Both Anne and Rebec-

ca have completed the Train-

ing For Facilitators class and 

provide training to incoming 

advocates.  

From left to right: Anne Rex 2012 Volunteer of the 

Year, Dana Frady District Administrator and Rebecca 

Berry 2012 Rookie of the Year. 

 On April 26, 2012 

over 100 Mecklenburg County 

Guardian ad Litem child ad-

vocates and guests filled the 

Mint Museum of Art on Ran-

dolph Road in Charlotte.   

 Every year in celebra-

tion of Volunteer Apprecia-

tion Month the GAL Program 

hosts an appreciation event to 

celebrate the child advocates 

who spend all year working so 

very hard for the foster chil-

dren in Mecklenburg County. 

 During this yearôs 

event, that was inspired by 

The Wizard of Oz, reminders 

of Dorothyôs journey were 

abundant. Dorothy was helped 

along the way by her advo-

cates - The Tin Man, Lion and 

Scarecrow.  The Yellow Brick 

Road is metaphoric for the 

journey that all of our children 

take. 

 Guests were treated to 

a performance by Belmont 

Middle Schoolôs 8th Grade 

Choir, a welcoming address 

by NC GAL Program Admin-

istrator Cindy Bizzel, a mes-

sage from guest speaker and 

former foster youth Mimi Gat-

lin, and Keynote Address by 

Chief District Court Judge 

Lisa Bell. The event was em-

ceed by District Administrator 

Dana Frady.  

 Awards were present-

ed to the Volunteer of the 

Year and Rookie of the Year.  

In addition, a recognition of 

Exceptional Service was 

awarded to Jane Johnson who 

assists staff in the office on a 

weekly basis and has done so 

for over nine years. Door priz-

(Continued on page 4) 
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Reflecting on my Time With the GAL Program 
  

 I will never forget the first time I heard about and understood the impact of the NC GAL program. It was January 1999, just months 

after the birth of my son and my familyôs move back to my home state of NC after spending many years in Kentucky and Virginia. The ap-

peal for me was child advocacy, giving a voice to the ones without a voice. This had been my passion since 1992 when I researched and wrote 

about advocating for children in poverty. What then sold me on the program was its use of volunteers. I had worked with and supervised vol-

unteers for many years and was convinced that volunteers have great power to do amazing things. It was such an honor to begin my journey 

with the GAL program when I was hired as a Program Supervisor in Judicial District 8 and began my work in one of the best programs in the 

world on February 25, 1999. 

 In the last 13 years, I have spent 7 İ years working as staff in the GAL program and 6 years as a volunteer GAL. I have seen both 

worlds, with the volunteer work sandwiched in the middle. While I took the opportunity to gain other professional experience in the field of 

child welfare, I was convinced that I could not abandon the mission of the program. I was driven to serve as a volunteer GAL and carried 2 to 

3 cases at any given time. I have never asked myself why. I just knew that I could not stop advocating for children and this was the most ef-

fective way for me to fulfill that passion and drive. I have seen children successfully reunited with their biological parent, who in the begin-

ning of the case was so angry and resentful and by the end was so grateful that someone intervened and she got help for her addiction. I have 

seen children placed with relatives and given the opportunity to keep family ties while remaining safe and nurtured. And I have seen the sad 

reality that some parents cannot parent their children, but there are families waiting to provide loving and safe permanent homes. 

 While this work is very rewarding, it is also very demanding. I understand the struggles of juggling your schedule with meetings, 

court, work and your own family. I understand the emotional roller coaster that one may experience in this work. I understand the frustration 

with a system that is supposed to protect children and yet does not always make sense. And so I lift you up! I thank you for your diligence and 

commitment. You may not always see it right away, but you make a difference in the life of every child to whom you are appointed. National 

research tells us children who have a CASA or GAL volunteer achieve permanence more quickly and have more positive outcomes than chil-

dren who do not have an advocate. Please remember this as you struggle through your case or cases. And also remember, you are not alone. 

We are here to support you along with all the other GAL child advocates across our state. In the 2010-2011 Fiscal Year there were 5,145 vol-

unteers serving over 15,000 children in North Carolina. That is amazing! You are a part of an amazing family of individuals who make a dif-

ference. You are the voice for the voiceless. Be proud and carry on.  

A Letter From Danaôs Desk é District Administrator Dana Frady 
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Beyond the Classroom 

Dance Scholarship 

 

Like us on Facebook 

Search ñMecklenburg Guardian ad Litem Programò  

in your Facebook search bar. 
 

 

 

 

 

The NC GAL program is also on Facebook at  

www.facebook.com/ncGuardianAdLitem.  

 

The page is designed to be interactive with volunteer recruitment in mind, but we 

District 26ðMecklenburg County Guardian ad Litem Program 
700 East 4th Street, Suite 300, Charlotte, NC 28202 

Phone 704-686-0075    Fax 704-686-0067    Web www.galcharlotte.com 

Dana Frady 

District Administrator 

704-686-0076 

 

Melissa Orr 

Program Assistant  

704-686-0090 

 

Cassandra Downs 

Program Supervisor 

704-686-0077 

 

Sherry Shaw 

Program Supervisor 

704-686-0078 

 

Margaret Litton 

Program Supervisor 

704-686-0082 

 

Michael Puckett 

Program Supervisor 

704-686-0086 

 

Cindy Scruggs Johnson 

Program Supervisor 

704-686-0087 

 

Elaine Morris 

Program Supervisor 

704-686-0088 

 

Melissa Livesay 

Attorney Advocate  

704-686-0091 

 

Matt Mckay 

Attorney Advocate 

704-686-0080 

 

Nita Stanley 

Attorney Advocate 

704-686-085 

 

Nea Taylor 

Attorney Advocate 

704-686-0081 

http://www.facebook.com/ncGuardianAdLitem


Focus Oné   Child Advocate Amanda Gaughan 

Happy Birthday to the Mecklenburg County Child Advocates 

 Amanda Gaughan has 

served as a child advocate with 

the Mecklenburg Guardian ad 

Litem Program since May of 

2009.  During the past three 

years she has served 11 chil-

dren in 9 cases. 

 Just in the past year 

Amanda has amazed her Pro-

gram Supervisor, Elaine Mor-

ris, in her sheer willpower and 

desire to continue on 

in her roll after facing 

what most would con-

sider impossible situa-

tions.   ñOver the course of the 

past year Amanda has man-

aged cases that have included 

two very ill children, two long 

drawn out TPR hearings, mul-

tiple systemic issues and all 

while working full-time at 

Duke Energy and moving into 

a new home,ò said Morris. 

 Gaughan is a fierce 

advocate for the children she 

watches over, ensuring that all 

of their needs are being met by 

the appropriate parties.  She is 

well respected by YFS staff, 

attorneys, hospital staff and 

foster parents.   

 Gaughan rarely misses 

a court date and has always 

submitted a court report in an 

effort to ensure that her chil-

dren are properly advocated 

for in court. 

 Gaughan is in constant 

contact with all of the social 

workers and numerous team 

members involved in her case 

and with her supervisor. 

 Her fantastic  sense of 

humor carries not only herself, 

but others involved in her cas-

es through very difficult situa-

tions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 

Christina N. 

Phyillis H. 

Tiffany S. 

Amanda G. 

Denise Y. 

Rebekka C. 

Michele D. 

Janis D. 
 

February 

Bruce l. 

Patricia K. 

Stanley B. 

Eleanor R. 

Robin R. 

Kathy H. 

Melba M. 

Jon A. 

Kimberly S. 

Barbara P. 

Judy H. 

Maragrita W. 

Melissa D. 

 

March 

Cherri L. 

Daryl G. 

Emily J. 

Suphronia W. 

Jenny J. 

Debra S. 

Carolyn A 

Helen S. 

Tony P. 

Shundra P. 

Sarah C. 

Holly W. 

Nathaniel D. 

 

April 

Eilenn M. 

Brigit T. 

Corby S. 

Desiree H 

Dawn P. 

Maria E. 

Heidi S. 

Maggie M. 

Debra G. 

Marie-Lou A.. 

Michelle H. 

Jayne E. 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Reunification Day    Saturday, June 2nd 

Saturday June 2nd at Carowinds. If youõve 

worked with a family whose case closed since 

last June please make sure the social worker 

has invited them to reunification day. The 

event is free for family and transportation is 

available from each of the four DSS offices as 

well! 
 

Wellness Fair    May 12, 2012    11-3pm 

CharMeck Government Center  

600 East Fourth Street, Charlotte, NC 28202 

Thank You 
 

Thank You to the family of Barbara Sulli-

van, former GAL from 1987 to 2008 for mak-

ing a donation to our program in her memory.  

   Volume I    Issue  II   The Advocate      Page 3 

Make Note 
 

All child advocates should be aware that beginning 

immediately ALL children entering Mecklenburg 

County YFS custody will have a Trauma Assessment 

or Evaluation. Children ages 0-5 will be assessed by 

the Childrenôs Developmental Services Agency 

(Watkins Center), ages 5-10 will be evaluated at Alex-

ander Youth network or Thompsonôs Child and Fami-

ly Focus, and all children 11-18 will be seen at Teen 

Health for their trauma assessments. Please make note 

of this very important announcement as all children in 

custody are effected.  Advocates should follow up with 

their social worker to ensure this is done and get a 

copy from the appropriate agency upon completion. 



Guests at this years event were treated to a special per-

formance by the Belmont Middle School 8th Grade 

Choir. 
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Why I Need You é Nea Taylor, Attorney Advocate  
 The GAL office 

functions as a team involv-

ing the GAL volunteer, at-

torney advocate, and pro-

gram supervisor. All three 

members of this team work 

together to advocate for the 

best interests of the child in 

abuse, neglect and depend-

ency cases. Without the tire-

less efforts of our volun-

teers, the rest of the team 

falls apart. Due to the sheer 

volume of cases that come 

into our office, it is physical-

ly impossible for our attor-

neys and staff to personally 

visit each child, attend CFTs 

and follow up on the childôs 

medical, educational, devel-

opmental, and psychological 

progress. This is why our 

volunteers are so invaluable 

to this process of represent-

ing the best interests of these 

children. 

 The court reports 

that are completed by our 

volunteers for each hearing 

are such an important tool in 

assuring that we can all do 

our jobs. The reports help 

paint a clear and concise pic-

ture of what is going on with 

the child. It allows the attor-

ney and more importantly, 

the judge, to know what 

things are improving and 

what still needs attention. 

These reports better enable 

the team to promote the 

needs of the child. Without 

that knowledge that Suzie is 

in need of therapy, glasses or 

increased visits with her par-

entsô, we cannot adequately 

argue that those things be 

included in the court order. 

 It is also essential 

that the GAL volunteers 

show up for all of the hear-

ings. It is especially vital for 

the Adjudication, Permanen-

cy Planning and Termination 

of Parental Rights hearings 

as these are appealable hear-

ings. Sometimes the other 

attorneys or the judge may 

have questions about the in-

formation included in the 

report. If the volunteer has 

simply sent in the report 

without showing up for hear-

ings, those questions either 

go unanswered or the court 

is forced to continue the 

hearing until the GAL vol-

unteer can be present. This 

only prolongs that child 

reaching the permanence 

they so desperately need. 

 All of the parties in 

the courtroom are aware that 

the volunteers are not paid 

for their time and commit-

ment to being a voice for 

their assigned children. We 

also understand that emer-

gencies come up and volun-

teers may not always be able 

to make it to a hearing. That 

is why it is so important to 

maintain communication 

with both the program super-

visor and attorney advocate 

about your availability. For 

example, when the clerk be-

gins to read out the next 

hearing date, it is imperative 

that the volunteer check his/

her calendar to make sure 

they will be available on that 

date and time. The volunteer 

should also communicate 

any changes in that schedule 

to the program supervisor. 

 Without the GAL 

volunteerôs work on the 

case, detailed in their reports 

and verified in court, we are 

fighting a losing battle. 

 

 

 

Continued from page 1 ... Annual Volunteer Appreciation Event a Success 
es were distributed to the lucky 

winners. 

 The events catering 

was sponsored by the Guardi-

an ad Litem Advocacy 

(GALA) Foundation whoôs 

primary goal is to support vol-

unteers in their advocacy ef-

forts. 

 In addition to the GA-

LA Foundation sponsoring the 

evenings catering, Outbackôs 

dessert donation and Car-

rabbaôs salad and bread dona-

tion there was an outpouring of 

donations in honor of our child 

advocates. This years door 

prizes included: Outback 

(discounts for all GALs and 

two $45 gift cards), Bravo 

Brio ($50 gift card), Taco Mac 

($25 gift card), AutoBell (two 

free car washes), YMCA Har-

ris Branch (3 month member-

ship), Elizabeth Bruns Inc.

(cheese board and knife set), 

Fresh Market ($25 gift card),  

BrickTops ($25 gift card) and 

California Pizza Kitchen 

(dinner for four). 

 The Mint Museum 

donated the venue, Allegra 

South End donated the materi-

als and printing of the pro-

grams and John Dabbs Ltd. 

Donated a crystal vase used for 

the Exceptional Service 

Award. 

 Thank you to all of our 

wonderful child advocates, 

sponsors and donors for mak-

ing this yearôs event special. 
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Child Abuse Prevention & Awareness Month  
 On March 31, 2012 the 

Annual Child Abuse Awareness 

and Prevention Month Memori-

al Walk and Press Conference 

was held at Frasier Park. The 

Guardian ad Litem Office, with 

the help of student interns Sara 

Hoots, Emily Jamison and Colin 

Lane, planned the event as the 

kick-off event for the Mecklen-

burg County Child Abuse 

Awareness and Prevention 

Community Collaborative. 

 Although we began the 

morning with a constant down-

pour of rain, we decided to 

move forward with our plans ï 

and what a wonderful morning 

it became! Many community 

agencies including Big Brothers 

Big Sisters, CMPD, CMFD, 

Thompsonôs Child and Family 

and YFS joined us with great 

information to share with par-

ents, activities for the children 

and free food and drink. The 

walk through the neighborhood 

was led by David Drum, YFS 

employee, and the drums he 

brought for the children to beat 

along the way. Hundreds joined 

in the walk down 4th Street and 

back to the park. 

 The press conference 

was a great success and was 

covered by Time Warner Cable 

Channel 14 and WBTV Channel 

3.  

 Mayor Pro Tem Patrick 

Cannon read the Proclamation 

from the Mayor, proclaiming 

April as Child Abuse Awareness 

and Prevention Month. Bret 

Loftis with Council for Chil-

drenôs Rights shared some local 

child abuse statistics. A former 

foster child, Mimi Gaitlin, 

shared about her experience in 

foster care and a local high 

school student, Bailey Brooks 

spoke about her ñNoticeò cam-

paign to bring awareness to the 

need to notice and report child 

abuse and neglect. 

Attendees of this yearôs CAAP Month Memorial Walk 

and Press Conference enjoyed many childrenôs activi-

ties and informational booths. 

Meredith Lansing, through the GAL office, provided 

face painting for the days events. 

hb ¢I9 ²9. 
IŜƭǇŦǳƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ D![ǎ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀŘǾƻŎŀŎȅ ŜũƻǊǘǎ 
 

CƛƴŘ¸ƻǳǘƘLƴŦƻΦƎƻǾ   
CƛƴŘ¸ƻǳǘƘLƴŦƻΦƎƻǾ ǿŀǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊŀƎŜƴŎȅ 
²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ DǊƻǳǇ ƻƴ ¸ƻǳǘƘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ όL²D¸tύΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ 
ŎƻƳǇƻǎŜŘ ƻŦ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝǾŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ мн CŜŘŜǊŀƭ ŀƎŜƴπ
ŎƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ 
ȅƻǳǘƘΦ ¢ƘŜ L²D¸t ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ ǇƻǎƛǝǾŜΣ 
ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘ ǿŀȅǎΥ  
/ǊŜŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ CƛƴŘ¸ƻǳǘƘLƴŦƻΦƎƻǾΣ LŘŜƴǝŦȅ ŀƴŘ 
5ƛǎǎŜƳƛƴŀǘŜ tǊƻƳƛǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 9ũŜŎǝǾŜ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
tǊƻƳƻǘŜ 9ƴƘŀƴŎŜŘ /ƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǝƻƴ 
 

/ōŜȄǇǊŜǎǎΦŀŎŦΦƘƘǎΦƎƻǾ 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴϥǎ .ǳǊŜŀǳ 9ȄǇǊŜǎǎ ƛǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴπ
ŀƭǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŀōǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƴŜƎƭŜŎǘΣ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǿŜƭπ
ŦŀǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀŘƻǇǝƻƴΦ  ±ƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ǘƻ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊΦ   

http://www.findyouthinfo.gov/
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 On March 24, 2012 

the Guardian ad Litem Advo-

cacy (GALA) Foundation 

hosted a charity basketball 

game at Catholic High School 

to raise funds for their Beyond 

the Classroom Fund. 

 The basketball game, 

starring the Guardians of the 

Hoop and the Hoop Magicians, 

brought the GAL, DSS, Court 

and business community to-

gether to support the foster 

children of Mecklenburg 

County.  Sponsors of the event 

included Consolidated Plan-

ning, Inc., Coca-Cola Bottling 

Co. Consolidated, Willington 

Wealth Management, Circle K, 

Charlotte Motor Speedway and 

Steele Creek Printing & De-

sign. 

 Beyond the Classroom 

is a grant program available to 

children involved in the Meck-

lenburg County Guardian ad 

Litem Program. The program 

awards small grants (typically 

ranging from $50-$150) to 

assist the child in taking ad-

vantage of an enrichment op-

portunity they might otherwise 

not be able to participate in. 

 Possible grants in-

clude: down payment for sen-

ior trip, deposit for tutoring, 

deposit for specialized summer 

camp, dance uniforms, musical 

instruments, music lessons and  

more.  

 Beyond the Class-

room is managed / funded by 

the GALA Foundation. GAL 

volunteers may apply for a 

grant or make a donation to 

the Foundation by visiting  

 

www.MeckGuardian.org 

GALA Foundation Members from left to right: Ryan 

LaPrade, Suzy Garvy, Caroline Roberts, Kelsey Kan-

der, Doug Maxwell and Norris Anderson 

GALA Fundraiser to Support Grant Fund 

DANCE SCHOLARSHIPS 
 

Full dance scholarships available to children ages 2-18 yrs who are involved in the Mecklenburg County 

Guardian ad Litem Program at Dancers Unite Fine Arts Academy!  
 

 

GALs may work with foster parents & social workers to sign the GAL child up for classes. The foster parent can call 

the studio directly (704-846-2985) and ask for Jo. Let Jo they are signing a child up for a GAL scholarship. 

 

Ages 2-4 Years Old (separated by age) 

 ñCombinationò Dance Classes (ballet, tap, tumbling & creative movement) 

  

Kindergarten-3rd Grade (separated by age) 

ñCombinationò Dance Classes (ballet, tap & jazz), Hip Hop/Jazz Dance Class (can take one or both of these classes) 

  

4th-6th Grade 

 Hip Hop/Jazz Dance Class, Musical Theater Dance Class, Tap Dance Class (can take some or all of these classes) 

  

7th-12th Grade 

 Lyrical/Contemporary Dance Class, Jazz Dance Class, Hip Hop Dance Class (can take some or all of these classes)  


